
Patrick has guided beginner wildlife enthusiasts and birders as well as top    

birders, scientists and other wildlife professionals from all over the world. You 

can expect to see more than 170-200 birds on this tour, 15 of which are en-

demic to the Wet Tropics Bioregion (IOC 10.2). We will get other wildlife on 

this tour as well: endemic mammals, reptiles, butterflies etc. Patrick will get you 

up close with the birds and help you have an experience you will always cherish.  

The best time of the year to book this tour is from July to December, but will 

still be unforgettable if you book it earlier in the year.  

Wet Tropics Birding Tour  

(4 days)  July - December 

The Wet Tropics Bioregion of Queensland in Australia is an area with 

an enormous habitat diversity and consequently: wildlife. The larger 

part of this Bioregion has been listed as World Heritage. There are 

more than 300 bird species that call the Wet Tropics home at least 

some time of the year. This tour was put together to share this mind-

boggling diversity of birdlife in Tropical North Queensland.  

Your local guide Patrick of Eyes on Wildlife Birding & Wildlife Tours

(www.eyesonwildlife.com.au) has been birding for more than 30 

years, is involved in Gouldian Finch conservation in Far North Queens-

land and has been exploring the Wet Tropics for nearly 10 years.  

• 4 days, 3 nights  

• double room or twin share  

• breakfast included (except day 1)   

• Bird & other wildlife list provided  

     Single: AU$ 3,200 

 2 pers: AU$ 3,400 

 3 pers:  AU$ 4,500 

 4 pers: AU$ 5,600 



4 day Wet Tropics Birding Tour 

 

Day 1 – Cairns - Atherton Tableland 

Pick up from your accommodation for a 7.00 am start of our birding day in the Cairns 

area. We visit shore, mangroves, paperbark swamp and other habitat to look for birds 

like Mangrove Robin, Chestnut-breasted Mannikin, Crimson Finch, Double-eyed Fig-

parrot, Olive-backed Sunbird, Beach Stone-Curlew, Bush Stone-Curlew, Rose-crowned 

Fruit-dove, Torresian Kingfisher, Comb-crested Jacana, Varied Honeyeater and plenty 

of waders.   

In the late morning, we make our way down the coast to the Innisfail area for an en-

counter with Southern Cassowary.  

We will then drive to the Atherton Tableland. After having checked in at our accom-

modation, we’ll explore some of the local birding hotspots for our first Wet Tropics 

endemics: Spotted Catbird, Pied Monarch, Grey-headed Robin and maybe Bower’s 

Shrike-thrush. We might also see Platypus on one of our walks. 

During our first nocturnal tour (2.5 hrs) we’ll be targeting our Wet Tropics endemic 

Lesser Sooty Owl, Eastern Barn Owl, Red Boobook and maybe Eastern Grass Owl.  

Some Wet Tropics endemic possums and possibly a Lumholtz’s Tree Kangaroo might 

cross our path as well.  

Accommodation: Kookaburra Lodge, Yungaburra. 

Day 2 – Atherton Tableland - Julatten 

We will visit upland rainforest, swamp and wet sclerophyll forest to look 

for some of the Wet Tropics endemics like Golden Bowerbird, Victoria’s 

Riflebird, Mountain Thornbill, Macleay’s Honeyeater, Bridled Honeyeater, 

but possibly also the Wet Tropics subspecies of Crimson Rosella and Pied 

Currawong. Some other birds of particular interest for the day are: Yellow-

breasted Boatbill, Atherton Scrubwren, Little Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted Lori-

keet, Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Butcherbird, Painted Button-quail, Fan-

tailed Cuckoo, White-browed Scrubwren and Crested Shrike-tit.   



Day 3 – Julatten—Daintree  

Birding in the Julatten area will get us some new species again with Lovely Fairy-

wren, Cryptic Honeyeater, Yellow-spotted Honeyeater, Rufous Whistler, Northern 

Fantail, Lemon-bellied Flyrobin, Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher (from          

November), Papuan Frogmouth, Pale-vented Bush-hen and maybe even White-

browed Crake.  A visit to Mt Lewis NP will give us the opportunity to finalise our 

list of Wet  Tropics endemics with Chowchilla, Fernwren and any endemic species  

we may have missed the previous days.  

We will visit some more locations in Julatten to pick up a few more honeyeaters, 

maybe Black-throated Finch in drier Savannah country and some other upland 

birds before making our way down to the Daintree area. After having checked in 

at our accommodation we’ll explore the local area for some lowland birds like 

Golden-headed Cisticola and Green Oriole and maybe some waders. 

Accommodation: Red Mill House (Daintree) 

Day 4 - Daintree—Cairns 

This final day of our tour starts with a Daintree River dawn cruise before a late        

breakfast.  Little Kingfisher, Shining Flycatcher, Azure Kingfisher, possibly Great-

billed Heron, Spotted Whistling Duck and maybe even Black Bittern stand a chance 

of being added to our list and. The remainder of the day will be spent making our 

way back to Cairns stopping for some birding in wetlands and along the shore with 

possibly a Black-necked Stork or waders like Far Eastern Curlew or Broad-billed 

Sandpiper. We will be back in Cairns at 6.00pm the latest.  

A visit to the local swamp will get us some waterfowl, 

maybe Latham’s Snipe and Buff-banded Rail. We 

should also get Sarus Crane and Brolga. After lunch the 

tour takes us to Julatten while doing some birding 

along the road in the drier Mareeba area to target Pale-

headed Rosella, Squatter Pigeon, White-browed Robin, 

Red-backed Fairywren, Red-tailed Black Cockatoo and 

many other species new for the tour.  

During our second nocturnal session (2.5 hrs) we’ll  

focus on Australian Owlet Nightjar and possibly other 

nightjars.  

Accommodation: Feathers & Friends—Julatten 
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