
Mammal Expedition Winton - July 2025 

Two return guest mammal watchers booked a tailored trip to target Spectacled Hare-wallaby, Striped-faced 

Dunnart and the recently split Kultarr that can be found in the Winton area, Gibber Kultarr. One of my 

guests also needed some birds which we mainly targeted during the early morning.  All three mammal 

targets were seen and photographed, and quite a few bird lifers were successfully tracked. 

The expedition was 5.5 days, 5 nights. Cairns to Winton is a long drive, but it takes you into country that is 

quite different to what we get in the Wet Tropics or the savannah of North Queensland. I had done this trip 

with my family once and had been successful at finding the above-mentioned mammal species. Our first 

night was spent trying to find Spectacled Hare-wallaby around Porcupine Gorge. We returned to our 

accommodation in Hughenden tired dipping on our target. We had one more night on the way back. Using 

red-light torches and (2) thermal scopes – one of my guests had a thermal scope – we found quite a few 

Rufous Bettong, Swamp Wallaby, Common Wallaroo, a few Eastern Grey and a few Allied Rock-wallaby. 

Rabbits were present as well. 

On our drive from Hughenden to Winton, we saw a few feral cats, 

and Red Fox. I was surprised to see Red Fox this far up north. On 

the final day we saw a second Red Fox, even further north – 

between Hughenden and Conjuboy. Was this because of the 

absence or low numbers of Dingo in that area? 

Our first afternoon drive around Winton area resulted in very good 

numbers of Red Kangaroo and Common Wallaroo, which were a 

certainty on any of our drives – night or day. Our first night in the 

Winton area was a very cold night and delivered no mammals. We 

arrived at our accommodation late and tired. The next day, we 

drove to Lark Quarry to get some birds. We had Grey Falcon and 

Opalton Grasswren and some other nice birds like Black 

Honeyeater and Grey-headed Honeyeater.  

 

Our second night in the area we had our first Kultarr. The species has recently been split, which makes our 

Kultarr the Gibber Kultarr (Antechinomys spenceri). We found another three during the trip. These critters 

are incredibly fast, but it felt great to ‘finally’ reconnect with this species given that we had no new 

mammal species the first two nights.  

Red Fox - Image: Judy Leitch  

Gibber Kultarr - Image: Patrick De Geest  



The third night, we had another two Gibber Kultarrs, 

but also two Stripe-faced Dunnart (Sminthopsis 

macroura). They are absolutely tiny. I doubt one would 

ever find them just using a red-light torch.  

 

Other birds we had in the Winton area that were new 

for one of my guests were Rufous-crowned Emu-wren, 

Hall’s Babbler, Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush, 

Spinifexbird, Splendid Fairywren (ssp. emmotorum), 

Spotted Bowerbird, Spinifex Pigeon, etc… 

 

Our final night we were back in Hughenden to target 

Spectacled Hare-wallaby (Logochestes conspicillatus) in 

the Porcupine Gorge area. This time, we started 

searching at dusk and were onto our target species 

within the first half hour. We had very good views and 

close-ups of this individual. The image in the text here 

is a mobile phone image. This was the only individual 

we ended up seeing. However, we did not make it a 

long night and ended our search at about 8pm.    

 

Reptiles we had on tour were: Central Bearded Dragon, 

Eastern Fat-tailed Gecko, Bynoe’s Gecko, Children’s 

Python, Red-naped Snake and Curl Snake. 
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